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Course Overview

Students ages 5-10 are cognitively "primed" to acquire English in an integrated skills and content-based, experiential approach. Educators who understand the cognitive and social processes of language acquisition for Teaching English to Young Learners (TEYL) are better equipped to help learners while also creating a fun, positive environment. In many cases, TEYL educators in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) settings have limited time to reach their teaching goals and meet local requirements on the use of specific texts, tests or other materials. A low-resource environment can also pose challenges. In this course, participants explore solutions for such challenges through an overview of current research and "best" practices (always context-dependent) for TEYL, plus hands-on experimentation with a wide array of freely available online resources. Participants can also opt to identify resources and create final projects for tweens ("pre-teens," ages 10-12).

Prerequisites

Candidates should be highly motivated in-service EFL educators, teacher trainers or ministry officials who are both dedicated to their own professional development and willing to share their knowledge with colleagues. In addition, they should: 

· Have high intermediate to advanced level English language proficiency in all skill areas (approximately 525 TOEFL), particularly reading and writing.

· Have access 4-5 times per week minimum to reliable computers with high-speed Internet.

· Have basic technology skills for email, the Web (e.g., searches, downloads, uploads, managing of course logins/passwords) and file management (e.g., PDF, MS Word, Excel).
· This course is for educators who work with learners ages 5-11 (“young learners”).
Course Learning Objectives
· Identify, evaluate and selectively apply a wide variety of stimulating and age-appropriate materials (e.g. read-along texts, audio, songs, video, hands-on manipulatives, games, puzzles, realia) to existing or new EFL curriculum, tailored to learns' needs and interests.

· Effectively apply strategies for both motivating and managing classroom-based language activities for young learners, with a "tool set" for rewarding desired individual and group behaviors.

· Conduct a needs analysis, develop a learner profile, and then develop unit / lesson plans which would be appropriate for young learners in a specific local context. This may also include the amassing of a collection of new resources and materials for strategic application to the local TEYL-related context.

· Clearly articulate language learning goals and appropriately aligned measures to be able to justify and evaluate any new approaches, activities and / or materials applied to local contexts.

· Develop themselves professionally in the field of TEYL by participating in the new E-Teacher online networking community and preparing materials to share in their local community of peers, parents and other professionals.

Description of Final Project

All 10-week E-Teacher courses require participants to complete a final project with a score of 70% or higher. Following is a short description of the project for this course. Participants work in small groups of course participants to create a theme-based instruction unit (TBI). With their group members, participants select an age group, develop a theme, design a minimum of four coordinating lesson plans (related thematically, and skill-building across lessons) and tie it all together into a cohesive theme-based unit that covers the four skill areas (reading, writing, listening and speaking).  Participants also demonstrate through assessment activities how they will measure student success. The theme-based unit demonstrates the ideas covered in this course related, but not limited to, student motivation, group work, and best practices. 

Grading Criteria and Requirements for Certificate of Completion 
E-Teacher participants must complete the final project per above and all other assignments with a score of 70% or higher to receive a passing grade for the course and a Certificate of Completion. Following is a description of the grading criteria for this course.

	Percentage
	Task or Assignment

	70%
	Participation in weekly discussions

	30%
	Final Project


Participants will be required to:

· Complete all reading assignments.

· Participate in weekly online discussions by posting thoughts and reflections about the readings and commenting on the posts of other course participants in the Theory forum.

· Create and/or describe classroom language learning activities that demonstrate the practical application of the theory and best practices found in the course readings, and post them to the online discussion in the Action forum.

· Work collaboratively with a small group of course participants to complete a final project of a theme-based unit of instruction, by defining an age group and theme, and developing objectives, lesson plans and assessment activities related to the selected theme.
· Review the final projects of other groups and give meaningful feedback at both the first draft and final stages.

Participants each receive an overall percentage score and grade for this class based on work in three areas: 

Discussion activities, totaling 70%; Participation in asynchronous weekly discussions, including the posting of local challenges related to working with young learners, and helping others find solutions to their challenges; Contribution to an archive of activity suggestions/examples that match the skills and methods presented in the course. 
Group Project, totaling 30%; Completion of collaborative final project demonstrating the application of the course concepts to practical classrooms situations.

Weekly Syllabus 
	Week
	Topics/Themes
	Learning Objectives
	Readings/Resources
	Tasks/Activities
	Final Project Tasks

	01 
	· Introductions, Website Orientation, Challenges and Tips for Teaching Young Learners.
	· Understand how to use the course website.

· Describe challenges and helpful tips for teachers of  young learners. 
	· Read, C. (1998). The challenge of teaching children. English Teaching Professional, 7, 8-10. Retrieved from http://www.eltknowledge.com/
the_challenge_of_teaching_children_2730.aspx
· Shin, J. (2006). Ten helpful ideas for teaching English to young learners. English Teaching Forum, 44(2), 2-13. Retrieved from http://americanenglish.state.gov/
resources/english-teaching-forum-2006-volume-44-number-2
	· Post to discussion: Self-introductions from each participant.

· Complete needs survey: questions regarding teaching position, curriculum, skills taught, and IT knowledge.
· Post to discussion: Describe challenges you’ve experienced, discuss tips you want to try.
	

	02 
	· Foundations: Methods and Approaches to Language Teaching.
	· Describe language teaching methods and approaches.

· Describe practical classroom techniques.
	· Brown, D. (2009, July 10). Effective learners and a learner-centered classroom. The TEFL Times. Retrieved from http://www.eltworld.net/times/2009/
07/effective-learners-and-a-learner-centered-classroom/
· Rodgers, T. (2001). Language teaching methodology. CAL Digests, Retrieved from http://www.cal.org/resources/digest/
rodgers.html
	· Post to discussion: describe methods you use with young learners, discuss how you apply these methods in your current classes.
	Find partners to form a final project group.


	Week
	Topics/Themes
	Learning Objectives
	Readings/Resources
	Tasks/Activities
	Final Project Tasks

	03 
	· Issues of Motivation and Class Management.
	· Define motivation and anxiety.

· Identify strategies for increasing motivation, and creating a positive classroom atmosphere.
	· Amara, N. (2009, January 15). Ways of motivating EFL/ESL students in the classroom. Retrieved from http://teachingenglish-alexenoamen.blogspot.com/2009/01/
ways-of-motivating-efl-esl-students-in.html
· Chee, A. (2012, Dec 3). Humor in TEYL, reducing classroom anxiety. The International TEYL Journal, Retrieved from http://www.teyl.org/article2.html
· Wilson. (2006). Routines for younger learners. In English!, Winter, 9-11. Retrieved from http://www.britishcouncil.org/
portugal-ie2006w-lynn-wilson.pdf
	· Post to discussion: Describe strategies to reduce anxiety and increase motivation in young learners (theory), discuss how a classroom activity you currently use, applies these strategies (action).
	Work on final project (group) to determine age group, theme, and organize the tasks for completion.

	04 
	· Reviewing What We Know: Listening and Speaking Skills.
	· Identify principles for teaching listening to young learners.

· Develop an understanding of communicative competence.

· Identify effective listening and speaking tasks.
	· Sevik, M. (2012). Teaching listening skills to young learners through 'listen and do' songs. English Teaching Forum, 50(3), 10-17. Retrieved from http://americanenglish.state.gov/resources/english-teaching-forum-2012-volume-50-number-3
· Linse, C. (2006). Using favorite songs and poems with young learners. English Teaching Forum, 44(2), 38-42. Retrieved from http://americanenglish.state.gov/
resources/english-teaching-forum-2006-volume-44-number-2 

· Nunan, D. (2011). Teaching English to Young Learners. (pp. 51-55). Anaheim, CA: Anaheim University Press.
	· Post to discussion: Discuss the importance of teaching listening to young learners, including the use of songs (theory), design an effective listening-speaking task to use with a current class (action).


	Work on first draft final project (group).


	Week
	Topics/Themes
	Learning Objectives
	Readings/Resources
	Tasks/Activities
	Final Project Tasks

	05 
	· Exploring Reading and Comprehension Skills.
	· Develop an understanding of the reading process. 
· Identify techniques for teaching reading to young learners.

· Identify techniques for using literature to teach reading.
	· Mixon, M., & Temu, P. (2006). First road to learning: Language through stories. English Teaching Forum, 44(2), 14-19. Retrieved from http://americanenglish.state.gov/
resources/english-teaching-forum-2006-volume-44-number-2
· Peregoy, S., & Boyle, O. (2009). Reading, writing and learning in ESL: A resource book for teaching K-12 English learners. (5th ed., pp. 297-308). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson.
	· Post to discussion: Discuss techniques for teaching reading to young learners including the use of stories (theory), design a reading activity to use with a current class (action).
	Work on first draft final project (group).

	06 
	· What is a Theme-Based Unit? 
	· Develop an understanding of theme-based instruction and the process of planning and using theme-based units in the classroom.
	· Barto, M. (2007, June 22). Bridging the gap for ELL students in the academic classroom. Retrieved from http://www.njtesol-njbe.org/handouts/BridgingtheGap.pdf
· Shin, J. (2007). Developing dynamic units for EFL. English Teaching Forum, 45(2), 2-8. Retrieved from http://americanenglish.state.gov/
resources/english-teaching-forum-2007-volume-45-number-2
	· Post discussion: Explain why thematic units are beneficial to young learners (theory) and give a specific example for your teaching context (action).
	Midterm check of draft project and peer feedback: Review drafts of group final projects and post feedback for suggested improvement. 

	07 
	· Methods to Introduce Vocabulary and Writing Skills.
	· Develop an understanding of product and process writing,

· Identify tasks for teaching writing and vocabulary.
	· Samway, K. (2006). When English language learners write. (1st ed., pp. 125-139). Portsmouth, NH: Heineman. Retrieved from http://pd.heinemann.com/shared/
onlineresources/e00633/chapter6.pdf
· Choudhury, A. (2010). Teaching vocabulary in the esl/efl classroom. The Modern Journal of Applied Linguistics, 2(4), 306-316. Retrieved from http://www.mjal.org/Journal/Teaching Vocabulary in the ESLEFL Classroom Central Pedagogical Issues2.pdf
· Shindler, A. (2006). Channeling children's energy through vocabulary activities. English Teaching Forum, 44(2), 8-12. Retrieved from http://americanenglish.state.gov/resources/english-teaching-forum-2006-volume-44-number-2
	· Post to discussion: Ideas about supportive strategies for teaching vocabulary and writing to young learners (theory), design a vocabulary or writing activity that demonstrates our discussed concepts (action). 
	Revise and improve final project based on feedback (group).


	Week
	Topics/Themes
	Learning Objectives
	Readings/Resources
	Tasks/Activities
	Final Project Tasks

	08 
	· Grammar: Tools for Teaching.
	· Develop an understanding of the principles for teaching grammar including the inductive approach.

· Identify tasks for teaching grammar.
	· Nunan, D. (2011). Teaching English to young learners. (1st ed., pp. 126-142). Anaheim, CA: Anaheim University Press.
	· Post to discussion: Details of how you currently teach grammar (theory), design an activity that demonstrates a student-centered approach to grammar (action).
	Revise and improve final project based on feedback (group).

	09 
	· How to Apply Assessment and Evaluation.
	· Develop an understanding of assessment and evaluation.

· Identify purpose of 

assessment for learning and alternative assessment tasks.
	· Shaaban, K. (2005). Assessment of young learners. English Teaching Forum, 43(1), 34-40. Retrieved from http://americanenglish.state.gov/
resources/english-teaching-forum-2005-volume-43-number-1
· Litz, D. (2007). Student-directed assessment in ESL/EFL: Designing scoring rubrics with students. The Internet TESL Journal, XIII(11), Retrieved from http://iteslj.org/Lessons/Litz-StudentDirectedAssessment.html

	· Post to discussion: Ideas/experiences with alternative assessment strategies (theory), design a form of rubric or other method for alternative assessment (action). 
	Revise and improve final project based on feedback (group).

	010 
	· Wrap-up in Discussion

· Submit the Final Project.
	· Identify effective peer review methods and review final theme-based unit projects from classmates in other groups.
	· Final versions of group projects are due.
	· Post to discussion: Upload final draft of Unit Plan and complete final round of peer feedback to other groups.
	Save course resources and complete course evaluation activities.
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