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	Course:
	Special Education and Differentiated Instruction in an EFL Context (SpEd TEFL)

	Instructor(s):
	Wanda Walker

	Last updated:
	November 4, 2013


Course Overview

This course is designed to be a survey of teaching methods that support learners with special needs within the context of the teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) classroom. Participants will read articles, analyze web-based resources and discuss practices that provide teaching strategies for diverse learners with a wide variety of skills and varying levels of performance. The focus is placed on inclusive teaching models, with exploration of the current best practices. As a community of professionals, participants will engage in ongoing dialogue, sharing their experience, success and concerns in their teaching. A support system will be established with exposure to resources found within individual teaching communities and external locations such as online forums and information centers. Emphasis will be placed on the creation of a resource to take back for sharing among participants' local communities (e.g., classroom, school wide basis, parents or larger community).

Prerequisites

Candidates should be highly motivated in-service EFL educators, teacher trainers or ministry officials who are both dedicated to their own professional development and willing to share their knowledge with colleagues. In addition, they should: 

· Have high intermediate to advanced level English language proficiency in all skill areas (approximately 525 TOEFL), particularly reading and writing. JAWS and other screen reader users are very welcome in this and all E-Teacher courses. Please let UO know in advance if there are any questions or special considerations about this.
· Have access 4-5 times per week minimum to reliable computers with high-speed Internet; expect to spend a minimum of 8-10 hours each week on coursework.

· Have basic technology skills for email, the Web (e.g., searches, downloads, uploads, managing of course logins/passwords) and file management (e.g., PDF, MS Word, Excel).

Course Learning Objectives
· Define Special Education and related terminology.

· Determine ways in which to support a student with a disability in their classroom.

· List the necessary steps to implement a student support plan.

· Create or locate effective assessment instruments to evaluate student needs.

· Identify and apply special education teaching strategies that are in line with local curriculum.

· Communicate more effectively in English by having participated in course activities.

· Network with fellow English language teaching professionals and benefit from the knowledge and support they receive from them throughout the course and beyond it.

Description of Final Project

All 10-week E-Teacher courses require participants to complete a final project with a score of 70% or higher. Following is a short description of the project for this course. 

The participant’s time in the course will culminate with a plan to either put some of the concepts into place in their daily teaching, and/or present these concepts to their teaching community. This will take the form of a PPT outline for a workshop, an informational brochure, or a lesson plan with standard activities aligned with modified activities to support diverse learners. 

Grading Criteria and Requirements for Certificate of Completion 

E-Teacher participants must complete the final project per above and all other assignments with a score of 70% or higher to receive a passing grade for the course and a Certificate of Completion. This course is equivalent to 10 Continuing Education Units (CEUs) or 100 hours of instruction.
Following is a description of the grading criteria for this course.

	Percentage
	Task or Assignment

	50%
	Online discussions and tasks

	15%
	Collaborative case study activities

	35%
	Final project with peer review

	
	


Participants will be required to:
· Complete all reading assignments.

· Participate in weekly online discussions by posting thoughts and reflections about the readings and commenting on the posts of other course participants in the forum.

· Create and/or describe classroom language learning activities that demonstrate the practical application of the theory and best practices found in the course readings, and post them to the online.

· Work collaboratively with a small group of course participants to complete practice activities that demonstrate the course concepts.

· Review the final projects of other members and give meaningful feedback at both the first draft and final draft stages.

Participants each receive an overall percentage score and grade for this class based on work in three areas: online discussions and tasks (50% of the total grade), collaborative case study activities (15%), and final project with peer review (35%).

Weekly Syllabus

	Week
	Topics/Themes
	Learning Objectives
	Readings/Resources
	Tasks/Activities

	01 
	· Course Orientation.

· Introductions.
	· Learn to navigate Blackboard.

· Define the best practices for using the discussion forum.

· Get to know each other.
	· Sze, S. (2009). Learning style and the special needs child. Journal of Instructional Psychology, 36(4), 360-362. Retrieved from "http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=478806 78&login.asp&site=ehost-live&scope=site">Learning Style and The Special Needs Child 
· Easter Seals (2013) Myths and facts about people with disabilities. Retrieved from http://www.easterseals.com/site/
PageServer?pagename=ntl_myths_facts
	· Post to discussion: Self-introductions from each participant.

· Take the quiz: Myths and Facts of Disabilities and whole group discussion of what was new information, what was interesting or surprising.

	02 
	· Defining Special Education.
	· Compare/contrast different systems of providing special education services.
	· Teachnology. (2012). What is Special Education? Teachnology: the online teacher resource. Retrieved from http://www.teach-nology.com/teachers/special_ed/
· Education Week. (2011). Special Education. Education Week. Editorial Projects in Education. Retrieved from http://www.edweek.org/ew/issues/
special-education/
	· Post to discussion detailing what Special Education looks like in your region.

· Form into collaborative teams.

	03 
	· Terms and Categories of Disabilities.
	· Review the terms and categories related to individuals with disabilities.
	· Woolnough, R. (2004). How special? Community Care. Retrieved from http://www.communitycare.co.uk/articles/
11/11/2004/47063/how-special.htm

· Learning Disabilities Association of America. (2013). For teachers. Retrieved from http://www.ldanatl.org/aboutld/teachers/
index.asp
	· Post to discussion: Share personal teaching experience in working with students with special needs.

· Research a specific disability and as a team create a fact sheet about that disability.

· Peer Review of disability fact sheets.

	04 
	· Methods and Best Practices: Reviewing Learning Styles and the Impact on Teaching Practices.
	· Overview of Learning Styles. Apply the concept to your teaching context.
	· Armstrong, T. (2012). Multiple intelligences. American Institute for Learning and Human Development. Retrieved from http://institute4learning.com/
multiple_intelligences.php
· Meehan, P. (2005). Accounting for style. Retrieved from http://www.tefl.net/
esl-articles/learning-styles.htm
· LiteracyWorks.org. (n.d.). Assessment: Find your strengths. Retrieved from http://www.literacyworks.org/mi/
assessment/findyourstrengths.html 
	· Post to discussion: talk about what ways participants are currently teaching to varied learner’s styles and complete the Multiple Intelligences quiz.

· Submit proposal for Final Project for instructor review.

	05 
	· Methods and Best Practices: Looking at the Application of Differentiated Instruction. 
	· Learn how to implement differentiated lessons.
	· Ford, K. (2010). Differentiated instruction for English language learners. Retrieved from http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/
41025/
· Tomlinson, C. A. (2000). What is differentiated instruction? Retrieved from http://www.readingrockets.org/article/263/

	· Post to discussion: Compare and contrast different methods of differentiated instruction.

	06 
	· Explore what it looks like to use Scaffolding and Project-based Learning as a Classroom Support.
	· Explore the key components of Project-based Learning  (PBL) and scaffolding strategies.
	· Boss, S. (2011). Project-based learning: A short history. Edutopia. The George Lucas Educational Foundation. Retrieved from http://www.edutopia.org/project-based-learning-history
· Alan, B., Stoller, F. (2005). Maximizing the benefits of project work in foreign language classrooms. English Teaching Forum, 43(4). Retrieved from http://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/
resource_files/05-43-4-c.pdf
· Coffey, H. (n.d.). Scaffolding in the classroom. Retrieved from http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/5074 

	· Post to discussion: Share a resources and/or personal experience using a scaffolded or PBL approach.

	07 
	· Options for Managing Classroom Behavior.
	· Review the steps to positive behavior support.
	· Magee Quin, M., Gable, R. A., Rutherford Jr., R. B., Nelson M. C., & Howell K. W. Addressing student problem behavior. Retrieved from http://cecp.air.org/fba/problembehavior/
funcanal.pdf
· James, C. (2010). How to have effective classroom management when teaching EFL. Retrieved from http://voices.yahoo.com/how-effective-classroom-management-teaching-5772906.html?cat=69
· Pasigna, A. (1997) IEQ project: Tips on how to manage a large class. Retrieved from http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/
PNACK346.pdf
	· Post to discussion: comments and shared experiences about class management.

· Practice activity using positive support strategies; a case study.

· Peer review of projects.

	08 
	· Making  Assessment Meaningful: A Strengths-Based Approach.
	· Practice a functional approach to skills assessment.
	· Hancock, C.R. (1994). Alternative assessment and second language learning study: What and why. Retrieved from http://www.cal.org/resources/digest/hancoc01.html
· Teacher Vision. (2013). Authentic assessment overview. Retrieved from http://www.teachervision.fen.com/teaching-methods-and-management/educational-testing/4911.html?page=2&detoured=1
	· Post to discussion: discuss the potential to add varied forms of assessment to participants’ current teaching practices.

· Review peer feedback.

· Adjust project.

	09 
	· How do Technology and Special Education Relate?
	· Evaluate low-tech and high-tech accommodations.
	· EdTech Action Network. (n.d.). Technology and special needs. Retrieved from http://www.edtechactionnetwork.org/
technology-and-special-needs 
· Nova Scotia Community Education Network. (2012). Assistive technology tools, tips and tricks: Students and adults, learning disabilities and cognitive challenges. Retrieved from http://www.nsnet.org/atc/tools/
contents.html 


	· Post to discussion: dialog about what ways we can use technology to support our learners unique needs.

· Submit project for grading.

	010 
	· The Importance of Fostering School-to-Home Connections.

· Course Wrap-up and Feedback.
	· Explore post-school outcomes; plan for student success.


	· Burgstahler, S. (2012). Students with disabilities sharing tips for success. Retrieved from http://www.washington.edu/doit/
Brochures/Technology/charge.html
· Carter, S. (2003). Strategy 7: Creating family-school-community partnerships. In Educating our children together: A sourcebook for effective family-school-community partnerships. The National Center on Dispute Resolution in Special Education. Retrieved from http://www.directionservice.org/
cadre/educatingourchildren_01.cfm
	· Post to discussion: share thoughts about self-determination and the teacher’s role in life after school for students.

· Publish a volunteer contact list of course members.

· Establish the protocol for keeping in touch, follow-up resources and instructor feedback for projects.

· Participant evaluations of the course.
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