Dear Colleagues,
With just over 10 days before the European Day of Languages, we would like to give you a brief update of developments relating to the Day.[...]
Around 400 events are already in the Calendar of activities for the Day which is very good news. We would nevertheless be delighted if you could still encourage event organizers in your country, who have not already done so, to enter details of their activity into the online calendar http://edl.ecml.at/edlevents. 
We would also like to remind you of the voting feature for the most innovative event (open from 20 September – 20 October).  We have extended the voting feature this year, and we will announce a winner for each country (where there are more than 10 events registered in the EDL calendar for a country), as well as an overall winner based on the total number of votes. Although we cannot offer large prizes, we will issue an official certificate and a small reward (in the form of EDL materials!).
Council of Europe EDL statement 
To mark the 2016 Day, an EDL statement has been issued by the Council of Europe which I attach to this message. The statement on the occasion of the 15th anniversary of the Day focuses on the positive role that the Day can play in bringing together and celebrating the different cultures and languages present in European countries, at a time when it is often divisions and exclusion which are highlighted. We would be delighted if you can pass on the statement to appropriate media channels that you have access to. If you decide to translate the text, we will publish translations on the EDL site in any of your national / official / or minority languages.
In addition, a message from the Secretary General of the Council of Europe, Thorbjørn Jagland, will be published on the Council portal (www.coe.int)  on 26 September.
2016 features 
We would like to highlight some of this year’s the new features: 
         35 Language versions: thanks to your support, the site which will shortly be available in 35 languages (with Basque, Catalan, Latvian and Russian being the latest additions) and the EDL flyer is also available in 24 language versions.
         Downloadable materials: As it is not always possible to send materials, particularly at short notice, we have further developed the materials’ section of the website with a number of downloadable items that event organisers and schools can reproduce themselves. It is also now possible to purchase a T-shirt with the EDL design from an external supplier: http://edl.ecml.at/T-shirts/tabid/3146/Default.aspx
         European Day of Languages T-shirt: Again related to T-shirts, we have launched a competition to design an EDL T-shirt http://edl.ecml.at/T-shirts/EDLT-ShirtContest/tabid/3147/Default.aspx . The winner’s design will be used for next year’s European Day of Languages – the closing date for entries is 31 December;
         Online educational resources: an inventory of freely available online tools and open educational resources for language education will very shortly be available on the website in the Teachers section  http://edl.ecml.at/Teachers/Teachingmaterials/tabid/3097/Default.aspx 
         Social media: on the ECML Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/ecml.celv  we are running a series of posts promoting the Day in the build up to the 26 September and on Twitter are using the hashtag #coeEDL to publicise activities taking place on the Day. 
Council of Europe and European Commission events taking place around the Day 
         Language Festival in Graz
This year the European Centre for Modern Languages of the Council of Europe is again involved in organising a language festival  on 29 September from 09:00-18.00.  All age groups are invited to the festival which offers a wide range of activities highlighting the linguistic and cultural diversity of the city of Graz. The event features a lively mix of language workshops, games, quizzes and international theatre, music and dance. We hope to attract over 2000 participants this year. 
         European Commission’s activities 
The European Commission’s translation field offices are involved in the organisation of over 40 events taking place in cities around Europe – you can find details of all these events in the online calendar. 
We would like to thank you for all your help in making this year’s European Day of Languages a very special day to remember!
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